
Do you have back-up 

problems? 

Blockage in your lateral 

line is the most common 

reason people have back-

up problems with their 

plumbing system. Toilets 

get clogged, drains get 

backed-up.  

 

Are you selling or 

remodeling your 

house?   

Please refer to the Sewer 

Lateral Ordinance in your 

sanitary district for current 

requirements.   

When you have a home with an old sewer system, 

life can get very expensive and inconvenient, and 

your home can decrease in value. SASM and its 

Member Agencies want to help qualifying 

homeowners access financial assistance to make 

much needed home improvements. The Sewer 

Lateral Replacement Program offers a 

reimbursement of up to $150  for the video 

inspection and the opportunity to receive a grant 

or low interest loan to replace or repair sewer 

lateral lines. 

There are two aspects to the program: 

1. The Grants Program – provides a reimbursement of up to $150 for the 

video inspection, and will fund 50% of the repair cost ($2200 cap)* for a single family 

residence (owner occupied) in the SASM service area whose income is not higher 

than 70% of the median household income of Marin County. 

2. The Low Interest Loan Program – provides a reimbursement of up to 

$150 for the video inspection, and may cover 100% of the cost of repair and 

replacement ($6000 cap)* at a low interest rate over 1– 2½  years for a single family 

residence in the SASM service area.  There is no income limit. 

All homeowners who participate in the program will receive a Certificate of 

Compliance upon completion of the project.  This program is required by the 

Administrative Civil Liability issued by the San Francisco Regional Water Resources 

Control Board. 

*The cap amount may change depending on availability of funds. 

Are you experiencing sewer problems?  Help is here. 

   

Sewer Lateral  Replacement Program  

Did you know…..? 

 

There are two main parts 

to a sewage system - the 

main line and the lateral 

line. The main line carries 

your sewage to the 

treatment plant, while the 

lateral line runs from your 

home to the main line. 

 

Things like fats, oils and 

grease can clog up a lateral 

line, and tree roots can 

enter and break the pipe.  

Other issues include breaks, 

cracks, failed pipe, and 

alignment problems. 

Quest ions?   Ready to Apply?  

 Call the Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin at 388-2402. 

 Pick up an application at the SASM Wastewater Treatment Facility (450 Syca-

more Avenue), or City Hall (26 Corte Madera Ave). 

 Applications are also available at www.cityofmillvalley.org 

Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin  

Cash For Sewers Program   



 
  

Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin 
 

 
 

  Private Lateral Replacement 
Program Application    

NOTICE  
Additional information is available on the website. www.cityofmillvalley.org/SASM 

 
Submit this loan application to: 

Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin 
Attn:  Private Lateral Replacement Program 

26 Corte Madera Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 

Office:  388-2402 
Fax:  381-8128 

 
  

Property Owner(s) Name(s):  
  
Property Address:   
  
Tax Assessor’s Parcel No.:  
  
Mailing Address (if different from above):  
  
City:  
  

State:  ZIP Code:  

Home Number:  
  

Mobile Number:  Email Address:  

SECTION II: Financial Information 

The cost to inspect and replace a sewer lateral within the SASM service area varies.  To assist homeowners in 
financing these costs, SASM has developed the following grant and loan programs in compliance with the 
Administrative Civil Liability settlement agreement issued by the San Francisco Regional Water Resources 
Control Board. 
Homeowners who meet the following criteria are eligible to receive a reimbursement for up to $150 for video 
inspections and 50% for lateral repairs/replacement ($2200 cap): 

1. The homeowner must use the property as his or her primary residence 
2. The homeowner’s income cannot be higher than 70% of the 2013 Marin County median household income  
of $133,389.00 or $93,372.00. 

Would you like to have a video inspection of your lateral sewer line performed?       No       Yes 
Do you meet these criteria and you would like to apply for a lateral repair grant?       No       Yes 
(Please attach the first page of your most recent Federal Tax Return 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ). 
If you receive this grant you will be responsible for paying the remainder of the costs associated with 
inspection and replacement. 
 
If you receive the grant, you may also apply to finance the remainder of the costs of inspection and replacement 
through SASM’s low-interest loan program. 
 
 

http://www.cityofmillvalley.org/SASM


 
 
SASM is offering low simple-interest loans ($6000 cap) to homeowners who do not qualify for the replacement 
grant. The interest rate on the loan is 1.25% and the loan can be paid over as long as 2 1/2 years. Below is an 
example of a loan and some payment options: 
 
1-Year Loan 
Principal: $5,800; Total Interest: $72.50; Total Cost: $5,872.50 
Monthly payments: $489.38 X 12; Quarterly payments: $1,468.13 X 4 
2-Year Loan 
Principal: $5,800; Total Interest: $72.50; Total Cost: $5,872.50 
Monthly payments: $244.69 X 24; Quarterly payments: $734.06 X 8 
2.5-Year Loan 
Principal: $5,800; Total Interest: $72.50; Total Cost: $5,872.50 
Monthly payments: $195.75 X 30; Quarterly payments: $587.25 X 10 
Are you interested in receiving more information about financing your lateral replacement with a low-interest 
loan?      No       Yes 
 
If so, what financing term are you interested in?     1-Year Loan        2-Year Loan         2.5-Year Loan 
 
  

To help prioritize your sewer lateral replacement please answer the following questions: 
 
1. How many times in the last five years has your sewer lateral backed up? __________________________________   
 
2. Is the sewer lateral plugged at this time? _________________________ 
 
State the nature of problem(s):  
          Tree Roots           Collapsed Pipe           Grease/Fat Build-up           
Other:_______________________  
  
3.  Has your private sewer lateral been inspected by a licensed plumber?      No      Yes  Provide a copy of all 

documentation from your plumber regarding the condition of the sewer lateral.    
  
4.  Is there an insurance claim for this work?      No      Yes  Please provide a copy of any claim information.  
  
5  Please indicate which describes the property?    
          Owner occupied           Tenant occupied     
  
          Single-family dwelling          Multi-family dwelling          Other______________________________  
  
SECTION IV:  Certification 
  
I certify by signing this application that I am the legal owner of the property described herein. I am aware that 
the submission of this document does not constitute that a grant or loan has been approved by SASM. I have 
read the information discussing the requirements of the Private Lateral Replacement Program and am aware 
that I will be contacted if funds have been approved.  Work performed prior to receiving a grant or loan 
authorization letter is performed at my own risk.  
Signature of Applicant  
  
  

Date:  

Signature of Co-Applicant   
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